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to vigorous action for the overthrow of Capitalism.
The sin against the holy ghost was to make pallia-
tives an end in themselves.

There were many in the Social Democratic Feder-
ation as there are now in the Communist Party
who held that all palliatives were harmful in that
they served to make Capitalism more tolerable for
the masses and thus postponed the day of reckoning.
They wanted to abandon everything except socialist
propaganda and await the moment when, maddened
by hunger, the people would rise up and humble
their oppressors. But it is safe to say that not a
single Socialist or Communist would find a seat
on a local Council or in the House of Commons
unless, besides advocating Socialism, he stood for such
palliatives as slum-clearance and re-housing, improved
education, better roads and lighting, a reasonable
standard of maintenance for the destitute, etc.

Since the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834
parents have been liable for the maintenance of
their children whether able-bodied or not until
they were adults; even adult children, if sick or
mentally deficient, had to be maintained by their
parents,, according to their means. Similarly, chil-
dren were liable to help maintain parents if sick or
otherwise unable to maintain themselves. These laws,
whether actually embodied in the Act or laid down
by orders of the Ministry of Health had been operated
by Guardians of the Poor, as they are now operated
by the Public Assistance Committees of the County
Councils, whether controlled by Socialists or Tories.